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MEETING 


In Lit te Wild-ſtreet. 


MHz dear Friends, 


E E afedionate regard,; 
958 which you have in ſo many 
kind inſtances manifeſted. 

re to me, fince providence 
has caſt my lot among you, may, 
X . ab 


DE D T1CATAL 2 . 
very e y, haye prevail d on vou 


to entertain too favourable an opi- 
nion of this plain diſcourſe. Vet 
I am not without hope, that a proſ- 
pect of ſome real ſervice to the in- 
tereſt of religion, in this fad time of 
| corru ption and apoſtacy, was the 
governing motive that engag d you 
to preſs for its publication. And 
therefore, tho this addreſs is by no 
1 means intended to make you anſwer- 
able for its defects; yet there could 
remain no doubt with me, to whom 


it ſhould be inſcribed. 


RO. % — <ul Abe 


i Ir, with all its imperfections, it 
may be happily inſtrumental to an- 
ſwer the good deſign of the worthy 
gentleman , who eſtabliſhed this 
annual memorial of ſo awakening a 


providence ; - and may prove a means 
I AF Se 


.. John Taylor, 


to 


> 3 * £ A FI ; Ke. . 
DEDICATION. „ 


to promote any 1 of reſor- 
mation among us, both yo and I 
ſhall rejoice. Let us therefore be 
careful to put in practice ourſelves, 
what we ſo earneſtly recommend to 
others. I am ſure, you will not 
think it un ſeaſonable for me to put 
you in mind, that the tranquillity 
you at preſent enjoy, after the many 
diſtreſſing providences you have 
paſs d through, calls for ſome ſuit- 
able returns. And it would be ſad 
indeed, if inſtead: of gratefully im- 
' proving ſuch a favourable fituation, 
you ſhould fink into an indolent and 
_ carnal frame; and, by this means, loſe 
the bleſſings which you have fo often, 
and ſo earneſtly ſought at the hand 
of the Lord. I bleſs God, I have 
good ground to hope better things of 
you, my dear brethren ; tho'I ſpeak 
with a jealouſy, which, I hope, does 


not 


ws DEDICATION. 

not altogether unbecome that ſtation, 
which obliges me to watch for your 
ſouls, as one who muſt give an ac- 


E ; 
83 


| * o p is my witneſs, how ardently 

S is t that you may be edified, 
and proſper in the power and purity YZ 
of religion; that you may fill up I 
your ſeveral ſtations, both in the 2 
church of God, and in the world, F 

with great uſefulneſs; and that be- 

ing led fafely through all the dan- 
gers of life by the conduct of the 
Divine Spirit, and ſupported, in all 
its viciſſitudes, by his conſolations, 
you may at laſt inherit thoſe cam 
and peaceful regions, which are pur- 
chaſed for you by the blood of the 
Lamb ; and in which the principles 
of grace, and the practice of holi- 
neſs will certainly terminate, #7 


DEDICATION. vi 


Ir, to theſe * purpoſes, any of 

my poor ſervices may contribute, it 
will be the gracious anſwer of the 
warmeſt wiſhes, and conſtant prayers 


of, 


F — Your moſt aſſectionate Friend, 


Wn © | and Servant, 


in the Goſpel of Chrifh, 


IJ Joſeph Stennett 
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—5 here 70 Mert "00g G 0 n, 
5 E Ifrael. ; | 


HE W of God mh 
delivered this awful ſummons 
to the houſe. of Jjrael, a lit- 
tle before their captivity, was 
of the tribe of Judah, and 
gcall'd out to this work in a 
very extraordinary way: for 
b en as he ſays himſelf, originally 0 pro- 

phet, neither the ſon-of a prophet, but a herd. 
man of Tekoah, and a gatherer of ſycamore - 
Fruit. A perſon of very mean rank and 
condition to be employ d on ſo great an oc 
ſion. But, perhaps, it was the pleaſure of God, 
at a time when the pride of human reaſon 
was at a great height, thus, in a very remark- 
able manner, 55 fooliſh things to confound. the 
wiſe; and by a, things that were weak, baſe, 
and contemptible, to confound thoſe that. Were. 


mighty, that no „8 9% ſhould glory in his pre- 
Jence . It was a choice that carried in it in» 


d x Cor. i i. 27, 28, 29. 
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ſtances, and a more polite education. 


40 one would have thought, 
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deed a very proper rebuke to a nation which 
had ſo ill ul the prophets who had been ſent 
to them before; many of Whom had, on a 
temporal account, been of higher cireum- 
Thus 
a plain herdman is appointed to deal roughly 
with a rebellious people, and to uſe them as 
the tine of Baſhan e, who had fo ungratefully 
ſlighted a more tender manner of addreſs. 
As he was firſt ſent with a terrible com- 
miſſion of divine wrath to the Gentile nations 
which bordered on Judab and I/rae!, and 
were for a long time their eruel oppreſſors; 
that the meſſages 
he had to deliver to his own countrymen 
ſhould have been attended to with ſome good 


degree of ſerioufneſs and candour : but the 
contrary is too evident, and from his own ac- 


count of the matter, it rs that he met 
with no better uſage than his 
fors. Though his figures are generally bor- 
rowed from a plain country life, and his own 
ruſtic employments; 
his images ſo lively, ſo well adapted to the 
deſign in view, and illuſtrated in ſuch a man- 
ner, as, together with the faithfulneis and 
courage of the r even within the walls 
of a prince's palace *, 
the truth of his Millan from heaven, and the 
aſſiſtance he had from thence. | 
HavinGs in the context, in a moſt ava ico 
ning manner, repreſented to the tribes of ”__ 


2» - a IV. I. 4 ' Ch, vii. 13. 


predeceſ- | 


they are ſo ftrong, 


did not a little confirm 


F the great form in 1703. 3 
their crimes, and the judgments with which 
they had been viſited for their iniquities, and 
2 had not been productive of that repen- 
tance and reformation as might have been rea- 
ſonably expected; he proceeds, in the Words 
before us, in Io moſt 9 manner, to re- 
quire this ſinful nation to prepare for a dread- 
ful interview with that God whom they had 
ſo often and fo greatly affronted, and who was 
. ſhortly coming forth in a way more terrible 
than any in which he had yet appeared. 
Prepare to meet thy God, O [nel ---- A. ſhort 
word, but full of every thing that is impor- 
tant and een I ſhall therefore, 


I. Ex aul K E to whom this awful admo- 
nition was ſent. 


II. Givz you ſome account of the cir- 
cumſtances of this people at the time when 
they received it. 


HI. Op EN the admonition «ſelf And, 


IV. In the laſt place, I ſhall attempt to 
make ſome improvement of theſe things, by 
applying them to our own circumſtances; and | 
the anniverſary occaſion of this day. | 


I. n to enquire to whom this avefu} 
admonition was ſent. 

Ap the text informs us it was to Ifail, 

a name that was given by God himſelf to the 


patriarch Jacob on a very extraordinary oc 


4 A SERMON in commemoration 
caſion *, when he had wreſtled with him? 
and as a prince had prevailed; and fo his 
deſcendants were all called the children of A 
rael : they inherited their father's name, and, 
as the apoſtle expreſſes it, were rael after the 
Heſh f. And thus, 3X 
1. Ty1s name very often in ſcripture inn 
cludes the whole twelve tribes of the Fewiſb =_ 
| nation 3. But, 
3 2. IT is alſo frequently limited to the ten 
I! tribes which revolted from the houſe of Da- 
1 vid in the time of Rehoboam, and erected a 
kingdom at Samaria®, which continued till, 3 
for their ſins, they were deliver'd up into the a Y 
| if hands of Shalmaneſer, and carried captive in- 
Ti to Aſyria . Thus it was uſed to denominate 


Ix 4 


| it theſe tribes, in contradiſtinction to thoſe of 


1 fg and Benjamin, which remained under 
1 e government of the poſterity of David, 


1 and were called by the name of Judab. Again, 

1 3. As the only viſible church of God was 

' to be found among the poſterity of Facob, 
who were the people which God had in a 
very peculiar and extraordinary manner ſet 
apart for himſelf *, as they had the divine 

[12 oracles ', the covenant, and the promiſes; ſo 
1 the name of 1/rael is often uſed in ſcripture to 

= ſignify the viſible church of God, or that body 

. gf + roi which profeſſed the true religion. 


1 Gen. xxxii. 28, i 2 Key: xviii. 
* i 18. k Amos iii. 2. 

| | Exod. xix. 3. Rom. iii. 2. 
i N x Kings xii. 2 
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. Ir is alſo ſometimes confin'd to the ſaints, 

G5 choſen of God, who are partakers of a 
real, inward, and ſpiritual relation to him, 
and are the true Hrael of God® : thoſe who 
are redeem'd by the blood of Jeſus, deliver'd 
from a worſe than Egyptian bondage; the 
little handful of true believers who, in the 


midſt of a profane world, and a multitude of 


carnal profeſſors, live by faith, and, as Iſrael- 
ites indeed, ſhew their faith by their ſincere, 
their conſtant, and univerſal obedience ; whoſe 


Bread is given them, and whoſe waters are  ſure®; 3 
who are lead ſafely through the wilderneſs of 


this world, and at laſt enter into that reſt 2wb:ch 
remains for the people of God . Theſe are thoſe 
concerning whom the apoſtle Paul ſpeaks by 


way of diſtinction, when he ſays, they are not 


all Iſrael, which are of Iirael *. 
IT evidently appears from the context, 


that in this place the ten tribes as a nation is 


intended; for the diſtinction is kept up be- 
tween Judab and 1/rael in the title of this 
prophecy, viz. the words of Amos which he 


ſaw concerning Iſrael, in the days of Uzziah 


king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam 
Ling of Iſrael, And in the beginning of the 
chapter of which the text is a part, the 
prophet addreſſes himſelf to them under the 


character of the kine of Baſhan, that were in 
the mountain 5 Samaria, who came to Ons, 


m Gal. vi. I6, P Heb, | iv. 9. 
a 1 „ 47. 4 Rom. ix. 6. 
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ture with having made Iſrael 70 fin, 
we neglect the regard which, I think, he may 
be ſuppos'd to have had by this title to thoſe 
Iiraelites indeed, which yet remain'd among 
this very corrupt people. For no doubt ſome 
few among them, notwithſtanding 


mon defection, truly believed in God, and 


6 A SERMON in Commemoration 


and tranſgreſsd, and multiplied their tranſ- 
greſſious at Gilgal ©. But the conſidering this as 
a national character, doth not at all hinder 
the view the prophet might have by this name 
to remind them of their profeſſion of the 
true religion, eſpecially as that profeſiion was 
national, however it had been pol | 
the corruptions introduc'd by Feroboam the 

fon of Nebat, who is ſo often charg'd in ſerip- 


luted by 


Nor muſt 


the com- 


ſincerely adheared to him. this leads 


me. 7 


* 


II. To give you ſome account of the cir- 
cumſtances of this people at the time when 
this awakening meſſage was ſent 


And, 


I. TFE V were 


for favours of every kind, and at this time 
they were in the enjoyment of more than 


to them. 


greatly indebted to heaven 


ordinary outward proſperity. God had at firſt 


choſen them as the objects of his peculiar care; 


they were of that family he had known, and 
which, by a variety of glorious privileges, he had 
diſtinguiſh'd from all the families of the earth. 
Beſides the many ſalvations of which they had 


* Chap, iii. 2. 


been 
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been partakers in common with Judab, be- 


fore 15 ſeparation from that tribe, they had 


been deliver d from the ſlavery threaten'd by 
Rheboboam ; they had likewiſe been made by 


the divine providence happily ſucceſsful in 


their wars with the Syrians", the Moabites", 
and other Gentile nations round about ther“ 
Jeloaſb, the father of their preſent king, had 
been the inſtrument in the hand of God, to 
deliver them from the ambitious deſigns of 
Amoviab king of Fudab; who, fluſh'd with | 
his ſucceſſes againſt the Edomites, ſent an in- 
ſolent challenge to the king of Mae: a battle 
accordingly enſued, and 1/-ae/ obtained a 
complete Urns in which they took the king 
of Judah priſoner, march'd up to Feruſalem, 
made a 3 in the walls, at which they en- 


| tered) and plundered: the city, and then re- 


twxn'd 3 laden with the richeſt 
And at the beginning of the preſent 


N they were in great diſtros, =: gn, 


| tion, and delivered them by _the 
band of Ferohoam, who recover'd a confide- 
rable part of the « which. the neigh- 
bouring nations had taken from Judah, and 


added it to the portion of Hrael. Having 


thus check d the pride of Fadab, humbledd 


the heathen nations round about them, en- 


larg d their own borders, and ſettled a firm 
peace with all their neighbours, Jjreel bs d 


v2 Kings 1 "OM Ch. xiii. 
2 Kings vii. Cl $26. 
w Ch, iii. ; | C = Ver, 25, 26, 27. 
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8 A SERMON in Commemoration 
through the remainder of this reign, which was 
a very long one, a profound tranquillity, 
They /af down under their vines and their fig- 
trees, and there was none to make them a ace, 
And in the full enjoyment of all this proſ- 
perity, what might have been reaſonably ex- 
pected from them? Surely that, as they had 
obtain'd theſe happy circumſtances by the 
kind interpoſition of providence in their favour, 
they ſhould have diſcovered ' ſome grateful 
ſenſe of the divine goodneſs, and return'd to that 
God, who had ſo often, and fo. remarkably 
ſhewn himſelf to be the God of 1/ae!, and 
was now loading them with loving-kindneſs. 
But, alas! the caſe was far otherwiſe. For, 
2. THERE was ſcarce ever found among 
them, or any other nation, a greater degree of 
depravity and wickedneſs than at this time. 
They were ſo exceedingly corrupted in their 
principles, that 1/aiah ſays, they call d evil 
goed, and good evil; they put darkneſs for light, 
and light for darkneſs. Such was the pride of 
their carnal reaſon that they were w/e in 
their own eyes, and prudent in their own fight ©. 
Many of them perhaps then thought that the 
religion of nature was ſufficient, and fo they 
threw contempt on divine revelation ; and, as 
the fame prophet expreſſes it, they caſt away 
the lau of the Lord of hoſts, and deſpiſed the 
word of" the Holy One of Iſrael*. And fo in 
the midit of all their boaſt of wiſdom, God 


= Micah iv. 4. ' © Yer. ik, 
d Iſa. v. 20. | Ver. 


gave 


of the great florm in 1103. 9 
gave them up to blindneſs of mind, and hard- 
neſs of heart. They were grown weary of 
any ſerious regard to religious ſeaſons, and 
were us d to ſay, when will the new moon be 
gone, that coe may ſell corn; and the jabbath, 
that we may ſet forth wheat Beſides that mix- 
ture of idolatry end ſuperſtition, which was in- 
troduced into the worſhip of God by Jeroboam 
the ſon of Nebat, for reaſons of ſtate, and 
for the ſame reaſons, through ſo many ſucceed- 
ing reigns, moſt ſinfully continued; the pro- 
phets charge them with many ſtrange acts of 
profaneneſs that attended their worſhip. They 
laid themſelves down upon cloaths laid to pledge, 
by every altar ; and they drank the wine of the 
| condemnnid in the houſe of their God i. As 
impiety towards God roſe to this ſcandalous 
height amongſt them, ſo they perpetrated 
all ſorts of unrighteouſneſs and violence to- 
wards one another. They made the ephab ſinall, 
and the ſhekel great, falkfying the balances by 
deceit :. The Lord looked for judgment, ſays one 
of the prophets of that time, but behold oppreſ- 
fron; for righteouſneſs, but behold a cry®. The 
wicked are juſtified for reward, and the righ- 
 Feouſneſs of the righteous is talen away from 
 him', Tis alſo a fad repreſentation which the 
prophets have left upon record of their pride 
and luxury, and the general diſoluteneſs of 


Amos viii. 8 na Ifaiah v. 7. 
i © 32. Var. 23. 


s Chap. viii. 5, 


8 | their 
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through the remainder of this reign, which was 
a very long one, a profound tranquillity. 
They ſat down under their vines and their fig- 
trees, and there was none to make them 2 
And in the full enjoyment of all this proſ- 
perity, what might have been reaſonably ex- 
ed from them? Surely that, as they had 
obtain'd theſe happy circumſtances by the 
kind interpoſition of providence in their favour, 
they ſhould have diſcovered ſome grateful 
ſenſe of the divine goodneſs, and return'd to that 
God, who had fo often, and ſo remarkably 
ſhewn himſelf to be the God of 1+ ael, and 
was now loading them with loving-kindneſs. 
But, alas! the caſe was far otherwiſe. For, /' 
2. THERE was ſcarce ever found among 

them, or any other nation, a greater degree of 
depravity and wickedneſs than at this time. 
They were ſo exceedingly corrupted in their 
principles, that 1/aiah ſays, they call d evil 

goed, and good evil; they put darkneſs for light, 
and light for darkneſs*. Such was the pride of 

their carnal reaſon that they were wie in 
their own eyes, and prudent in their own fight. 
Many of them perhaps then thought that the 
religion of nature was ſufficient, and fo they 
threw contempt on divine revelation ; and, as 
the ſame prophet expreſſes it, they caſt away 
the law of the Lord of hoſts, and deſpiſed the 
word of the Holy One of Iſrael . And fo in 
the midſt of all their boaſt of wiſdom, God 


= Micahiv. 4. Ver. 21. 
Þ Ia, v. 20. * Ver. 24. | 
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gave them up to blindneſs of mind, and hard- 
neſs of heart. They were grown weary of 
any ſerious regard to religious ſeaſons, and 
were us d to ſay, when will the new moon be 
gone, that <ve may ſell corn; and the ſabbath, 
that we may ſet forth wheat = Belides that mix- 
ture of idolatry end ſuperſtition, which was in- 
troduced into the worſhip of God by Jeroboam 
the ſon of Nebat, for reaſons of ſtate, and 
for the ſame reaſons, through ſo many ſucceed- 
ing reigns,. moſt ſinfully continued ; the pro- 
phets charge them with many ſtrange acts of 


| profaneneſs that attended their worſhip. They 


laid themſelves down upon cloaths laid to pledge, 

Ey every altar; and they drank the wine of the 
| condemn'd in the houſe of their God fo As 

impiety towards God roſe to this ſcandalous 
height amongſt them, ſo they perpetrated 
all ſorts of unrighteouſneſs and violence to- 
wards one another. They made the epbab ſmall, 

and the ſhekel great, falſſhing the balances by 
deceit *, The Lord looked for judgment, ſays one 
of the prophets of that time, but bebold oppreſ= 
fron; for righteouſneſs, but behold a cry b. The 
wicked are juſtified for reward, and "the righ- 
teouſneſs of the righteous is taken' away from 
him i. Tis alſo a fad repreſentation which the 
| prophets have left upon record of their pride 
and luxury, and the general diſſoluteneſs of 


* Amos viii. . 85 s Iſaiah v. 7. 
f Chap. ii. 8. | Ver. 23. 
s Chap. viii, 5. 
85 oo their 


q > 


** — 


r 3 2 1 
. 12 9 
e 
* * 7 A * 
9 9— 


to A SERMON in commemoration 


| their manners. They not only added drunk- 


enneſs to their thirſt, but they roſe up early in 
the morning to follow ftrong drink ; they. con- 
tinued till night, till wine inflamed them k. In- 
ſtead of mourning for their fins, and hum- 


bling their ſouls before God, they devoted 


_ themſelves to wantonneſs and pleaſure. They 


had the harp, and the viol, and the tabret and 


pipe, and wine in their feaſts; but they regarded 


not the work of the Lord, neither confider d 
the operation of his hands'. All forts of un- 
cleanneſs were practiſed among them, even 
ſuch as were of the moſt horrid and brutal 

kind. By fwearing and lying, and killing and 


ſtealing, and committing adultery, they broke 


out, and blood touched blood w. Their ini- 


quities were not only very great, but were 


found every where, and among men of all 
Tanks. Their princes and great men were de- 


fild with all forts of wickedneſs; they tempted 
their king to iniquity, and to ſtretch forth 
his hand with ſcorners n. Many of thoſe 
to whom the adminiſtration of juſtice was 


committed, turm d it into wermwood o. They 
ſtor d up violence and robbery in their palaces? v; 
they afflicted the juſt, and took a bribe, and turn d 

©  afide the poor in the gate from their right %, The 
. Prieſts alſo were exceedingly corrupt, both in 


their principles, and their morals. They were 


* Iſaiah v. 11. © Amos v. * 
1 Ver. 12. | P Chap. iii. 10. 


m Hol. iv. 2. 2 Chap. v. 12. T4 
2 Chap. vii. 5, = 5 
| unwilling, 
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contig as well as uncapable, to teach the 
people themſelves, and they oppos'd and per- 
ſecuted them who did; as is evident in the caſe 
of our prophet Amos. Thus they were, he 
people, like prieſt *®. Through the ignorance 
and wickednefs of their teachers, the people 
periſh'd for lack of knowledge *, and the people 
loud to have it ſo", They were pleas d with 
thoſe that daubed with untempered mortar, and 
_ Jewed Pi Hows under their arms *; but tho their 
iniquities abounded, they hated rebuke. They 
gave the Nazarites wine to drink, and com- 
manded the prophets, ſaying, propbefy a 7... 
. In theſe ſinful and deplorable circum- 
ſtances, God did not fail to give 1/ael frequent, 
and ſuitable notices of his diſpleaſure, He 
ſent his ſervants to admoniſh them, rifmg up 
early and ſending them. The prophet 1jaiab 


had his commiſſion at this time, and was 


furniſh'd with a moſt plentiful effuſion of the 
Spirit. Hoſea was directed to ſet their fins in 
order before them, and to * the dan- 


5 


with the people, of all conditions among 
them, with the greateſt faithfulneſs. He ſet 
before them the fad effects of their ſins in for- 
mer times: He ſhew'd them from what ſource 


3 A 3 Res xxii. 26. ; 
JJ . * Amo 1.12. 
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all their afflictions ſprang, and from whence, 
they always had their ſalvations: He moſt 
affectionately exhorted them to repentance 
and reformation; and ſupported his advice 
with motives drawn from the goodneſs 
and mercy of God, from their many paſt expe- 
riences of his compaſſion, and from the moſt _ 
encouraging promiſes of his continued favour, 
In caſe of their compliance. In a word, he 
| threatened them with a variety of dreadful 
judgments, if they perſiſted in their obſti- 
nacy ; and at laſt, in expreſs words, acquaint- 
ed them with the approach of that utter 
deſolation, which was ſoon after the deplo- 
Table conſequence of their impenitency . No 
dangers, to which he was expos'd, could pre- 
vent him from entring the very palace of the 
king, and declaring his meſſage in the ears of 
the court. And when Amazzeh, the prieſt of 
the houſhold, inftead of encouraging the 
faithfulneſs of the prophet, tried all the influ- 
ence of flatteries and threats to prevent him 
from the diſcharge of his duty ; he bravely 
ſtood his ground, and fear'd not to let him 
know, that, as he had ſo baſely proſtituted his 
office, a peculiar portion of the divine ven- 
eance would be poured out upon him and 
his family, as the reward of his wickedneſs, in 
the approaching day of the general calamity *. 
But notwithſtandiug all theſe faithful warnings, 
Jrael (till went on in fin. Sometimes they 
were brought into ſtreights and difficulties, and 


Amos v. 27. # Chap, vii, th 


\ 
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they no ſooner cried unto the Lord, but they 
were deliver'd. But then, alas! as the pro- 


phet Hoſea: obſerves, Iſrael forgot their maker 
and their redeemer, and built them temples, and 
Judah multiplied fenced cities, The latter aſ- 
cribing their ſucceſs to their own policy and 
valour, while the former attributed it to the aſ- 
ſiſtance of their falſe gods. Indeed the ingra- 


titude of this nation was ſuch, as can hardly be 
parallel'd by any other; it were greatly to be 
wiſh'dthat there were not ſomething too much 


Hunke it in our own. The prophet 1/aiah repreſents 


it ina very lively manner, under the parable of 


a vineyard, in the fifth chapter of his prophecy; 


where, I think, the ſad reſemblance may be 
too plainly diſcovered. God ſometimes tried 
them with the gentler tokens of his diſpleaſure, 
and at other times he contended with them 


by thoſe that were more ſevere. He viſited them 
with blaſting, and with mildew, with famine, 
with peſtilence, and with the ſword, and ſome 
of them he overthrew as Sodom and Go- 
morrah*. The ſpecial judgment inflicted on 
the king of Fudab for his profaneneſs, and 


the dreadful earthquake which ſhook the whole 


land, and ſoon followed the contempt caſt on 
this prophet ©, one would have thought, ſhou'd 


have awaken'd them from their ſecurity. But 


alas! when they return d, it was not to the Moft 


Fs „ nor did they ſeek him for all this. | 
| fed on the wind, and followed after the eaft- 


v Hol, viii. 14. © Amos i. 1. 
5 Amos iv. © Hol. vii, 16. 
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ind; they made à covenant with the Aſſyrians, 


and oil was carried into Egypt. They fin'd 
ſtill more and more, and grew 10 impudent in 
ſinning, that it might truly be ſaid of them, as 
it was of Fudah and Feruſalem, their tongue 
and their doings were againſt the Lord, to pro- 
woke the eyes of his glory; the ſhew of. their 
countenance witneſs'd againſt them, and they de- 
clared their fin as Sodom, and hid it not s. Thoſe 
who paid any regard to religion, for the moſt 
part, reſted in the mere outward and cere- 
monial form, to the great neglect of morality. 


A behaviour of which the Lord had often de- 


clar'd his abhorrence. I hate, ſays he, I deſpiſe 
your feaſt days, and I will not fre; in your ſo- 
lemn aſſemblies. Tho ye offer me burnt-offerings, 
and your meat-offerings, Iwill not accept them; 


neither will T regard the peace-offerings of your 
fat beaſts. Take thou away from me the voice 


thy ſongs ; for I will not bear the melody of thy 
vols. But let judgment run down as waters, 


and righteouſneſs as a mighty fremd. 
Sou few among them, indeed, had juſt 


apprehenſions concerning the natural confe- 


quences of theſe things, and were deeply at- 
fected with the ex pectation of thoſe judgments, 
with which they were threaten'd by the; pro- 
phets, and which at this time hung over their 
country. But the generality of thoſe that even 
receiv'd ſome impreſſions of theſe things, Put 
fer away the evil day, and caus'd the ſeat of vie- 

f Hof. 11. I. | h Amos V. 21===-24. | 

« Iſaiah iii, 8, 9. 5 
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Jence to come near; they lay upon their beds of 
ivory, and ftretch' d themſelves on their couches, 
and eat the lambs out of the flock, and the calves 
out of the midſt of the fall ; they chaunted to the 
found of the viol, and jnvented to themſehves in- 
ftruments of muſich, like David; they drank wine: 
in bowls, and anointed themſelves with the chief: 
ointments: but they were not grieved for the g. 
Si1ions of Jolep h. To ſum up this fad ac- 
count of the iniquities of 7/7ael, in the words of 
the prophet Amos, ſo great, ſo numerous, and 
ſo aggravated were their tranſgreſſions, that 
the Lord was preſs d under them, as a cart 16 

preis d that is full of ſheaves *. 

| In theſe circumſtances was this unhap 
nation, when the Lord was Pleas d to ſend thom 
the dreadful meſſage contain'd in our text. 1 
ſhall 8 therefore, 1 27 


III. To open the admonition itſelf. 
Ap ĩt is addreſs d to them, you ſee, in the 
moſt pathetick manner: Prepare to meet thy 
God, O Iſrael. The note of attention us d on 
this occaſion was deſigned, no doubt, to awaken 
in their minds the ſtricteſt regard to a meſſage 
of ſo much importance; to give a ſharper 
point to the rebuke it contain'd ; and, perhaps, 
to expreſs the compaſſion with which the pro- 
phet was affected, not to ſay the bowels of 
God hinaſelf, at the foreſight of that impending 
ruin, Which wou d be the certain N 


i Amos vi. 6 8 | Chap. ii. 13. 
| of 
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of the dreadful interview to which they were 
fummon'd. | 3 

As to the ſummons itſelf. 
FiRsT, it is underſtood by ſome, in an ironi- 
cal way, as a contemptuous defiance of theſe - 
wicked, vain, and ſtubborn people, in the ful- 
neſs of all their proſperity in fin, to get them- 
ſelves ready for a diſpute with the Almighty. 
God, it ſeems, was coming forth in his wrath ; 
and he invites Mrael, who had ſo often abus'd 

his mercy, and deſpis d his judgments, to col- 
le& all their ſtrength, to come and meet him, 
and try the iſſue. And if we take the words 
in this ſenſe, what dreadful ideas do they fur- | 

+ miſh us with? For, | | : 

(I.) Tux were to conſider his character 
whom they were challeng'd to meet, and with 

whom they were to have this conflict. And 

who was it? but, Fs 

1. Gop himſelf, the great creator of 
things, and the upholder of every being. A 
God of ſuch infinite and tremendous majeſty 
and power, that the nations are before him as 

| the drop of a bucket, and are counted as the 

ſmall duſt of the balance! : To whoſe power, 
when that of all the kingdoms of the earth is 
oppos'd, it is nothing, yea leſs than nothing, and 
vanity ®, A God, whoſe eyes are as a flame of 
fire, and who ſearches the heart and reins*; 
who can in an inſtant of time, if he pleaſes, 


1 Thaiah xl. 15. » Rev, ii, 18, 1 
= Vet. 17. | . | 
| command 


cncecam 


of the great ATTY in I 56 3: 


command all nature to be ſubſervient i to 50 
deſigns of his wrath, or, with one breath of 
5 own mouth, blaſt the deepeſt ſchemes of 
poliy uy men and devils can contrive, and 
overthrow all the forces they can bring tag 
ether. They were challenged to, meet that 
| God, who had driven an hoſt of rebellious 
an 15 out of heaven, had caſt them into an 
infernal priſon, and there bound them in chains 
againſt the day of his judgment; who had 
_ drowned a world in the fl IX of his vengeance, 
and had pour'd down fire and deſolation from 
heaven on the cities of the plain. They knew 
their fathers had told them, and the ack 5 
ſcriptures had recorded, the folly of contend- 
ing with heaven. And as by many a dread- 
example atnong their enemies in Egypt and 
in Canaan, and by many an inſtance a- 
mong themſelves ts, they had found the 
advantage of wo God on their fide, ſo 
they bad been terribly taught the danger of 
meeting him as an enemy. If indeed — had 
been challeng d to meet th e Syrian, or the Phi- 
liftine, their enemies of Edam, or of Moab; 
either ſeparate, or with their forces uvited tos. 
gether; or if they had been call'd to defend 
themſelves againſt the inroads of their brethren 
of udab and Benjamin; having God on per | 
- ſide, they might have hoped for ſyccels, tho 
their ſtrength and numbers were never ſo un- 
equal : nay, tho' infernal legions were to have 
them, in that caſe they had 


little to fear, But their great and powerful 
$I) 3 | — Hand 
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friend is now become their enemy, and 
they are not to enter into a conflict with 
men like themſelves, ior created ſpirits on- 
ly, but with the great Jehovah; a God of 
juſtice and holineſs, and ſtrictly jea- 
Jous of the glory of his own name; a God 
whom they had affronted with a great variety 
of moſt aggravated offences. His indignation 
was juſtly ſtirred up; and if the wrath of a 
king be as the roaring of a lion *, what muſt his 
indignation be, who is 4 conſuming fire? : ? who 
kills, and who #236 alive; neither is there any 
who can deliver out of bis hand. If be whets 
his glittering fword, and his hand takes hold on 
judgment, he will render vengeance to his enemies, 
and will reward them that hate lim. - With 
what majeſtic terror doth the prophet Nabum 
deſcribe the divine anger: God is jealous, and 
the Lord revengeth ; the Lord revengeth, and is 

furious; the Lord will take vengeance on his ad- 
werſaries, and be reſerveth wrath for his ene- 
mies. The Lord is flow to anger, and great in 
er, and will not at all acquit the wicked. 
The Lord hath his way in the whirlwind, and 
in the ſtorm, and the clouds are the duſt of his 
feet. He rebuketh the ſea, and maketh it dry, 
and drieth up all the rivers. Baſhan languiſh- 
erb, and Carmel, and the flower of Lebanon lan- 
guiſheth. The mountains quake at him, and the 


- Bills melt, and the earth i is burnt at bis PYance ; 
Prov. xix. 12, © Ann 
Deut. iv. 24. Deut. xxxii. 41. 
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 wea, the world and all that dwell thertin, who 
can Land before his indignation? and why can 
abide in the fierceneſs of his anger? But then, 
2. Tus terror of the ſummons will be ſtili 
more aggravated, when we conſider that they 
are required to meet this tremendous Being, as 
their God. Prepare to meet thy God, O Iſrael. 
Tur nearer the relation is, in which we 
ſtand, to any of our fellow-creatures, the more 
is their approbation to be regarded, according to 


the laws of nature, and the more are their re- 


ſentments to be feared. The anger of an 
abus'd friend is often more terrible than that of 
a profeſs'd enemy; the wrath of a brother is 
as the bars of acaſtle*; and that of an indul- 
gent parent, when thoroughly provok'd, is 
more to be fear'd than either. Subects, that 
without provocation, have taken up arms againſt | 
a good king and their rightful ſovereign, who 
has always made juſtice and mercy the mea- 
ſures of his government, have more to fear 
from his righteous reſentments, than from the 
rage of any foreign prince whom they have op- 
d. It was a dangerous thing for any na- 
tion to meet God in his wrath, who raiſeth up 
all the kings of the earth, and caſteth them 
down, My diſpoſeth of all nations at his plea- 
ſure, But then it muſt be much more ſo to 
Iſrael, becauſe they had been the people of 
his peculiar choice; he had not only given 
them a rich plenty of the common bleſſings of 
life, but he favour'd them with his * 
Nah. i. 2---6. 0 Prov. xvili. 19. 
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rreſence, had bleſs'd them with the oracles of 
alvation, had ſent his prophets among them, 
and had given them of his Holy Spirit. He 
had been a wall of fire round about them, and a 
glory in the midſt of them.” He had been the 
ſhield of therr help, and the fword of their excel- 
lency, and bad made them tread upon the high 
places of their enemies*. God had taken on 
him the endearing character of their father; 
he had choſen Tae! for his portion, and Jacob 
for the lot of his inheritance". Surely, theſe 
_ conſiderations greatly heightened their danger, 
and when all theſe endearing characters are re- 
vers d; the gracious prince, the father, and 
the friend; how dreadful maſt the meeting 
be? Nay, God is pleafed, by his prophets, to 
make uſe of the conjugal relation, to repreſent 
his love and goodneſs to them, and their maker 
condeſcends to call himſelf their husband . And 
if fealbuſy be the rage of a man *, how dreadful 
mult that of the Lord of Hoſts be? But this 
© {2.) To confider the interview itſelf, to which 
= Tjrael is challeng d, as it is expreſs d in the 
4 text; namely, to meet their God in his terrible 
fan. „ SR 
|= Tu kv had forſaken. the Lord, and turn'd 
4 their backs upon their God; but now they muſt 
[28 meet him. After former miſcarriages, when 
there was hope concerning them, they were 
1» Tech. ii. f. *Thiahliv.$: 
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admoniſh'd by the hets to ſeek him, while 
He might be found, b him <obile be 
was near Þ. When the Lord had withdrawn 
himſelf from them, on account of their 
fins, they were advis'd to follow hard after 
him, = him aw refs till be turm d again © to 
ſhew them mercy : andthey hadoften found, by 
happy experience, that when they attended to 
this advice, andin an humble way drew nigh 
unto God, he had always manifeſted a gra- 
cious readineſs to meet them with 

and bleſſing. But, alas! now he comes travel- 
ling in the greatneſ of his firength*, to meet 
and diſpute the point with 1#-ae/, They can- 
not fly, neither be hid from his preſence, nor 


any way eſcape the conflict. And indeed the 


prophet ſeems to intimate, that ſuch was their 
impudence in fin, that they. had boldneſs 
enough to venture on the diſpute. They were 
ready to ſay, let him make ſpeed. and baften his 
work, that we may ſee it; and tet the — of 
the Holy One of 1irael draw mig h and come, that 
we may know it. | 
WIII = the interview draws on. God is 
coming forward in the terrors of his majeſty, 
and rael muſt meet him. He had often ſent 
his ſervants, the prophets, with ſuch fearful 
meſſages as had made the ſtouteſt hearts among 
them tremble. He had often diſputed with 
themat ſecond hand, and he had always been 
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too hard for them. When God had pleaded 
with 77 ael by peſtilence, they had been ſwept 
away; when, by his direction, the ſword of 
their enemies was unſheathed, they were always 
overcome ; when the elements were appointed 
to maintain the quarrel of heaven, the fire had 
rag'd with ſucceſs, and the water had over flowed 
the hiding-place: God had made the earth to 
tremble under their feet, and the air, which 
was otherwiſe wont to befriend their happy cli- 
mate with its gentle breezes, when awaken'd by 
his wrath, had been rais d into a tumultuous 
commotion, and the tempeſt, by a commiſſion 
from him, had laid their habitations in- ruins. 
He had cans'd deſtruction to fall down upon 
them with the dew of heaven, and arm'd a 
worm with power enough to rob a nation of 
their food, and ſpread a famine through the 
whole land. But their caſe was now much 
worſe; for theſe judgments, how great ſoever, 
had been always hitherto attended with ſome 
mitigation, and had been fo check d, as not to 
prove their total ruin. But now God would 
no longer diſpute with them at a diſtance, and 
with the leſſer diſplays of his power, but 
he was determin'd to come forth againſt them 
himſelf, and contend with them to their utter 
deſtruction. Which brin gs me, 

(.) To conſider the direction given to 1/ael, 
on this occaſion, to prepare, to make — for 
the intervie wp. 

Arp indeed, in the ſenſe in which I am 


conſidering the words, this carries in it ſome- 


thing 


= oe. 
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thing peculiarly threatning. They are fore- 
warn' d, that there might be no juſt pretence 
of ſurprize in the caſe; they are admoniſh'd 
to ſettle all their meaſures, and make ready 
for the attack; and when the great deciſive 
day comes on, they are challeng d to exert all 
their ſtrength and ſkill in the conteſt. And 
after all, when power and policy prove unſuc- 
ceſsful, and they are overthrown in fight, and 
taken captive in their rebellion, as they moſt 
certainly would; for "what is man, that is a 
worm, that he ſhould contend with his maker ; 
they are then advis'd to get every argument 
ready, that they are capable of producing, 
why juſtice ſhould not take place with the ut- 
moſt ſeverity. | 
To ſum up the words, in this ſenſe, it is 
as if the prophet had faid: © O miſerable 
<« nation, the deſcendants indeed of great pro- 
« genitors, the peculiar favourites of heaven; 
ce but the degenerate offspring of ſuch pa- 
<« rents, and the ungrateful objects of ſuch 
care! Your fins have gone over your heads 
ce as a thick cloud, they have cried aloud for 
<« vengeance, and the meaſure of them is juſt 
„ full: you have ſinned againſt mercy and 
« affliction, againſt all ſorts of counſels and 
« warnings, againſt repeated yows, and many 
e. ſalvations. Know now, unhappy 1/rael, 
ce that the Lord of Hoſts, that God, who is 
infinite in juſtice, as well as goodneſs, and 
 «< who doth all things like himſelf, has de- 
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b vhs N & termined 


24 A SERMON in commenoration 


-- WS 


cc 


a 


termined to viſit your miquittes with the 
moſt fearful marks of his righteous dif- 


pleafure. He, whoſe meſſengers have been 
affronted, whoſe lefler judgments have been 
deſpiſed, is coming forth himſelf out of his 
place to contend with you in his terrible 
power. Remember, Hrael, that God is 
coming, againſt whom no weapon, in the 
end, ever proſper d; who, by the breath of 
his mouth has deſtroy d many nations, which 
have riſen up againſt him, among the chil- 
dren of men ; and has driven hoſts of | 
angels out of heaven into immediate 
dition, as the reward of their bell n 
This great God, once your God, your gra- 
cious benefactor, your tender father; and your 
friend, but now your enrag d enemy, is 
coming forth againſt you. The interview 
is fix'd, and cannot be avoided; therefore 
yourſelves ready, prepare to meet him, 
make yourſelves ſtrong for the fight, gird on 
your armour, put your troops in battle ny, 
call in the aid of "Al your auxiliaries ; an 
re-inforc'd by fin and hell, take your wea- 
pons in your hands, join the battle, and then 
ſhall e and earth be witnefles of the 
effects of your folly, and the fatal event of ſo 
unequal a conteft.” 
Bur, as the words will bor anjothicr 2 


we muſt conſider them in chat light. alſo, 
K 


SECONDLY, Some anni the text as 
kind waning to this ſinful people, to make 
ready 


D the great florm in 1703. 25 
ready to meet the Lord in ſuch a temper and 
ſpirit, as was moſt ſuitable to their circum- 
ſtances, and might happily be attended with 
pardon and acceptance. 

Tu us 1/7 ael, as a nation, is admoniſhed to 
behave in ſuch a manner, as might be a 
means to prevent the national judgment that 
was impending. And thoſe among them, who 
could claim a peculiar intereſt in God by faith, 
as their God, are eſpecially exhorted ſo to con- 


duct themſelves, that when the viſitation came, 


they might be ſpar, and pluck'd as brands 
out of the fire; or, however, be graciouſly ſup= 

ted under the general calamity, and com- 
forted with the believing view of their affured 
intereſt in eternal ſalvation. Taking the words 
in this ſenſe, it will not be improper for me 
to ſhew you, in ſome particulars, how a people, 
in ſuch circumſtances, ſhould provide ne 
o diſmal a day. And, 

1. To be ſure it would be of great impor= 
tance for them to be ſuitably affected with their 
danger. If the minds of men were, on ſuch 
occaſions, impreſs d with a proper ſenſe of the 
dignity and perfections of the divine nature, 
of their — to God, and their obliga- 
tions to an entire ſubjection and conformi- 
ty to his will, theſe ſentiments would be na- 
turally attended with awful apprehenſions 
of a conteſt with him. But then, if they did 
but reflect, that they had affronted him in fo 
many different ways, and with ſuch aggravated 


= offences, as it appears Tjrael had, how muſt 


7 the terror increalc ? They would then tremble 
E indeed 
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26 A SERMON in Commemoration 
indeed at the approach of that God, who not 
only obſerves publick tranſgreſſions, but is 
witneſs to the moſt hidden iniquity of the 
heart: who is arm'd with power enough to in- 
flict a puniſhment equal to the guilt of the great- 
eſt offender, and can as eaſily pour out judg- 
ments on whole nations, as on private perſons: 
whoſe patience and mercy indeed waits long on 
ſinful men, but whoſe wrath gathers ſtrength 


by delay; and who has in all generations, ſooner 


or later, ſhewn a fiery indignation againſt na- 
tional wickedneſs and impenitency. If men 
did but, in ſuch a caſe, review the many 
inſtances of a ſudden reckoning, to which 
communities as well as private perſons have 
been call'd, and reflect, with what ſurprize 
deſtruction came upon them, and how unſuc- 
ceſsful all their attempts were to prevent it; 
theſe conſiderations would increaſe their fears. 
Again, 

2. Ir would be happy fan people, in ſuch 
Circumſtances, if their ſenſe of danger were 
attended with a deep and ſpeedy humiliation 
for ſin, as the true cauſe of it. The dictates 
of right reaſon, as well as ſcripture, diſcover 
the propriety of ſuch a behaviour. For, be- 
Aides the odious nature of fin itſelf, and its ex- 
ceeding offenſiveneſs to God, when it is con- 
ſider d as the fad cauſe of their danger, the 
principle of ſelf-preſervation ſhould put men 
upon the moſt ſpeedy acknowledgment of 
that with which their hearts are ſo much af- 
fected. And thus they ſhou'd be deeply 


humbled — the IE for the _ 


Syn — 


E/ the great florm in 1703. 27 
ble thing which he hates, and which they 
find is like to bring the greateſt miſchiefs on 
themſelves, their country, and their poſterity. 

A bare formal humiliation in this caſe will not 
ſatisfy their own minds, much leſs will it be 
acceptable to the Lord. No, - they will be 
convinced, that it is neceſſary to rend their 
hearts as well as their garments , or elſe all 
their acknowledgments will be vain, and of no 
effect. And then, | 
3. TuEIR repentance muſt be attended 
with a fincere and univerſal reformation, 
Without this, all pretences to ſorrow for ſin. 
will be of no uſe, but to aggravate the guilt 
of it. And it would be monſtrouſly abſurd, 
for any man to expect to meet the Lord 
with any degree of comfort, while he in- 
dulges that in his own practice, or rolls it as a 
ſweet morſel under his tongue, which has given 
the offence. Nor muſt their attempts of refor- 
mation be perſonal only; but what is begun 
by men in their own hearts and lives, muſt be 
diligently purſued in their families, among 
their neighbours, and as far as their influence 
reaches. And, 
4. TREY will then find it to be their duty, 


to pour out their ſenſe of ſin and danger in the 


moſt fer vent cries to the throne of grace. They 
ſhould give God no reſt day nor night, but 
2 with him inceſſantly for national as well 
ſonal pardon, and that the vengeance 
he has ſo juſtly threaten'd, may be averted, 
. J oel ii. 13. 
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28 A SERMON i Commemoration 


Fervent, humble, united, and conſtant pray- 
er has, in this caſe (if I may fo expreſs it) a kind 
of omnipotency with heaven itſelf”, But 
then, 


5. Tuls muſt be all done in faith, for that 


only can afford the pleaſing proſpect of a fa- 


vourable anſwer. If men can come to God, 
believing in his power, his wiſdom, and he 
goodneſs; if they can come to him as to 
their God, and plead their intereſt in that co- 
venant, which is order'd in all things and 
ſure; if they can, upon good grounds, make 
mention of the righteouſneſs of the great me- 
diator, as their righteouſneſs, and plead their in- 
tereſt in his ſatisfaction ; if they can put their 
rayers into his hands ; if they can find 
bim engaged in the plea, and intereſting him- 
ſelf in their behalf, they are ſafe: then may 


they be juſtly ſaid, er not till then, to be pre- 
far 2 fo meet the God of IIrael. God hath been 


us'd to regard publick and national humilia- 
tions, and they have often prevented publick 
calamities. But it is only evangelical repen- 
tance, which is always attended with faith, 
that is truly pleaſing to God. And the 
prayers of ſuch men prevail much with him 


for others, as well as themſelves. Thus you 


ſee the words may be underſtood, as a gracious 
and tender admonition to Ihael, to take ſuch 
meaſures as might avert the ſtorm. 

AnD what if we ſhould unite both theſe 
ſenſes together, and conclude, that the hen . 


i Janaki v. 16. 


contains 


of the great florm in 1703. 29 
contains a faithful warning to perſons of all 
forts, as well the righteous, as the wicked, 
Then, it is as if the prophet had faid, 
* God is coming forth to cantend with this 
« whole land, and that, in a very dreadful 
* manner; therefore let all the inhabitants of 
<< it prepare for the conflict. O 1/ae/, how 
greatly have you ſin'd? how general has the 
* defection been? You have not only revolt- 
* ed in a national way from your allegiance 
e to the King of kings, the God of your fal- 
<«« vation, your great and conſtant benefactor ; 
e but as a people favour'd with the revelation 
c of the divine will, profeſſing the true 
« religion, and under all forts of engage-- 
«© ments to obedience and holineſs; you have 
Nun and departed from God your ſaviour, 
and your hope. And even thoſe among you, 
% who yet retain ſerious ſentiments of divine 
< things, have greatly loſt their ſtedfaſtneſs; 
te their faith is weaken'd, their purity is defil'd, 
e their love to God, and zeal for his honour, is 
“ greatly abated. O T/ae/! you have all 
« fin'd, and provok'd the eyes of his jealouſy, 
<« with whom you have to do. He is coming 
e forward in his great wrath : Return there- 
ce fore, return, O backfliding Iirael*! May na- 
te tional mourning and an univerſal refor- 
mation prevent the righteous vengeance that 
ce approaches. Act up to the character of 
te thoſe who profeſs the only true religion in 
the world. Let the houſe of God be pugg'd 
“ from all falſe worſhip, and let the ſighs and 
K Jer. i, 12, 1 
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groans of fincere repentanceariſe from thence, 
as well as the ſmoke of incenſe, Offer up to 
God the ſacrifice of bleeding hearts and con- 
trite ſpirits, which are infinitely more accep- 
table 1n his fight, than- thouſands of other 
victims. Let your princes, nobles, and great 
men walk ſoftly before God, and the priefts, 
the miniſters of the Lord, weep between the 


porch and the altar n. 


Let all forts of men 


repent and reform, and who knows but God 
may repent him of the wrath he has de- 
nounc'd againſt you, and may return again 


and bleſs you. 


But if this be not the happy 


eftect of a kind and gracious warning, then 
let a wicked and impenitent nation prepare, 
let them get all their ſtrength and wiſdom 
ready againſt the day of wrath, and let them 
remember, that they have had ſuch folemn 
notice of the approach of their vindictive 


enemy. 


However, let 


the truly godly 


amongſt you ſhew themſelves to be Mraelites 
indeed, by their ſincere and humble acknow- 
ledgments of the common provocations; 
let it appear alſo by a thorough reformation 
as far as their influence reaches. O] ſhew 
yourſelves the genuine offspring of your 
father Jacob; and like him, from whom you 
derive your name, wre/te with God for your- 
ſelves, your families, and your country ; and 
who can tell, but that like him you may pre- 


vail”, Be encourag'd by thoſe promiſes that, 


1 1 Kings xxi. 27, 
=" Joc. 17, 


Gen. xxxii, 28, 


1 


5 & ſtand 
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et ſtand in the records of eternal truth. Remem- 
c her God is the God of Jacob; he has ſhewn 
« himſelf to be your father's God, and to be 
« yours too, and he will for ever ſtand faſt to his 
« covenant. Tho for your fins he Hide himſelf 
« from you for a moment, yet when you are 
© humbled, he will return; and tb be chaſtiſe 
« your iniquities with ſtripes, yet his loving- 
« kindneſs he will not take away from you e. 
ce Plead your intereſt in the man of his right- 
ce hand; if that is ſecure, then all will be well. 
« And tho you ſhould not be ſo happy, as to 
te ſucceed in your attempts to reform thoſe 
ce about you, nor in your interceſſion for a 
ce guilty nation; yet, when the general cala- 
* mity comes, you ſhall either be hidden till it 
e be overpaſt, or ſupported under the weight 
c of it. Tho' a ſweeping deſolation ſhou'd 
b Overflow the whole land, tho' the earth 
<« jtſelf ſhou'd reel under the preſſure of the 
« wrath of God; in the midſt of the ſtorm 
„ of his vengeance, and even in a wreck of 
« worlds, your Redeemer ſhall bear you up, 
< and your eternal welfare ſhall be ſecur d.“ 
Bur it is time now that I proceed, 


TV. To make ſome improvement of theſe 
things, by applying them to our own circum- 
ſtances, and the anniverſary occaſion of this 
dey. --. 

=. yo D, ſurely, a due conſideration of the awful 
meſſage to 1/rael in the text, cannot be diſ- 
. Plſal. Ixxxix, 33. 
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agreeable to a deſign intended to revive in our 
memories, and that in the moſt ſerious manner, 
a tremendous diſpenſation of providence, which 
happen'd among us four and thirty years ago; 
when theſe parts of the world were viſited with 
a violent ſtorm of wind, which, perhaps, aroſe 


to an higher pitch, was longer i in its duration, 


and wider in its extent, than any tempeſt that 
has happen'd in theſe latter ages of the world. 
Such was the devaſtation of that dreadful night, 
that, in a few hours, our houſes and publick 
buildings were ſtript of their coverings, and 
many of them laid in ruins; trees without 
number were torn up by the roots, and the 
pride of our groves and foreſts levelled with 
the ground. Our ſhips were daſh'd to pieces 


in their harbours, and the ſhores of our iſland 


cover'd with the ſpoils of the tempeſt. Many 
were bruis'd and wounded, and ſome loſt their 
lives by the fall of their habitations, and were 
buried in the ruins of them : and many more 


were hurried into eternity in all the diſtraction 
that muſt attend ſuch a tempeſt at ſea. Nor 
is it poſſible for me to deſcribe the terror that 


ſeiz d on all forts of people; their hearts, for 


ſome hours, failing them, while they were under 


the fearful apprehenſions of periſhing in a com- 


mon deſtruction. Conſcience, God's faithful 


witneſs, ſnook many a ſtout ſinner then; and 
the ſons of infidelity, who had been us dd, at 
other times, to inſult God himſelf; and deride 
all religious fear, as the product only of weak 


minds, found but little diſpoſition to purſue their 
profane 
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profane jeſts during the horrors of that night, 
and were made ſenſible that natural bravery, 
together with all the advantages of philoſo- 
phy, were but poor ſupports under terrible 
apprehenſions of the approach of an angry 
God: while ſome, who have been often the 
ſubjects of the mirth of theſe men, and are 
now living, can remember, how everlaſti 
arms ſupported their fainting ſouls; how fait 
lean'd on tha Pram of the . and was 


3 ws. 4 


| extraordinary ERTIES was very | remarkable 
in chis, that as the violent, agitation. of. the air 
encreas d to ſuch: a degree, as to, leave incon- 
teſtihle evidences behind it of the diſpleaſure 
of that great Being, nobp makes. darkneſs. bis 
pawition; and who rides upon the 7 »of-. the 
ind 1; ſo if it had been ſuffered but a little 
to exceed the bounds. to; which it roſe, it 
muſt have ſpread deſolation through the whole 
land. | But he that. olds tbe: uind in bis f 
and to whom all the elements are obedient. 
gives out even judgments, themiclyes i in weight 
and imegſurt.*.. And, one is led rather to 
Wonder at the ſeaſonable check the Lord 
gave to this unruly clement; at ſuch a criſis, 
| ako a, , proſeryation. which no Hana BON | 
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34 A SERMON #n commemoration 


could aftord, than at the dee which were 


ſuſtained by it. 
_ _Gop has 1985 pleas' d 60 Si ahe 


marks of his diſpleaſure towards mankind, in 
many and various ways ; and has often ſhewn, 


that he can make the weakeſt, and the moſt 


contemptible creatures the ſwift, and faithful 
executioners of his indignation. But I think 
it is worthy of obſervation, that ſome of the 
moſt remarkable diſplays of divine wrath have 
been in the immediate uſe of one or more of 


the elements of nature. When the ſins of the 


inhabitants of the old world had fully ripen'd 
them for deſtruction, the fountains of the great 
deep were broken up, the windows 'of heaven 


were opened", and a commiſſion was given to 
the mighty waters tofwallow them all up, except 


Noah and his family. When Sodom Kt Go- 
morrab, and the reſt of the cities of the plain, 


had filPd up their meaſure of iniquity, and at 
laſt, by the moſt unnatural wickedneſs, pro- 
wok d the divine vengeance to an execution; 


the materials, which are repreſented in Scrip- 


ture as the everlaſting ſupply of infernal burn- 
1ngs, were kindled 


by the breath of the Lord, 
and fire and brimftone were rain'd out of Beg. 
ven upon them, to their utter deſtruction v. 


And ſo when God would ſhew a ſpecial indig- 
nation againſt the daring inſolence of Korab, 


| Dathan, and Abiram, and the reſt concerned 


A that rebellion ; : the ground clave aſunder at 


Ais command, the earth opened her mouth, and 


7 Gen, vii. 11. £ . xix. 24. 


they 


of the great ſtorm in 1703. 35 
they, and all that appertamed to them, went down . 
alive into the pit. _ 
WIV is one of the moſt hidden works of 
divine wiſdom and power, and its cauſes have 
more puzzled philoſophy, than moſt other 
_ phenomena in nature. It S erh where it liſt- 
eth, and we hear the found thereof; but none 
can tell whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth v. 
As it gives ſtrength and fury to deſolating 
flames, ſo the tumultuous raging of the ſea is 
owing to its influence. Thus ſome have ob- 
ſerved, that wind is peculiarly adapted to ex- 
preſs the immediate power of the great gover- 
nour of the world, in extraordinary caſes. 
When God was willing to ſhew the greatneſs of 
wrath, and diſplay the glory of his power on 
the Egyptians, who, as veſſels of wrath, were 
fitted to deſtruftion *, the wind, which had 
before divided the waters for the paſſage of 
the 1/aelites, blew down thoſe liquid walls on 
Pharaoh and all his hoſt, and buried them in 
the midſt of the ſea*.. And, as David magni- 
ficently expreſſes it, then the earth ſhook and 
trembled, and the foundations of heaven moved, 
and ſbook, becauſe he was wroth ; there went 
ſmoke out of his noſtrils, and fire out of his mouth 
devoured, coals were kindled by it; he bowed 
the heavens alſo, and came 1 0 and darkneſs 
as under his feet; and he rode upon a cherub, 
and did fly, and he was ſeen upon the wings of . 
the wind. And, our prophet, when he calls 


* Numb. xvi. 33- = Exod, xiv. 28. 
John iii. 8. d 2 Sam, xxii. 8---IT. 


* Rom. ix. 17, 22, . 
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36 A SERMON in Commemoration 


upon Ifrael, in the text, to meet their God; that 


he might ſtrike their minds with a proper ap- 
prehe on of the danger of „„ in 
enemy; he immediately adds, Lo, he formeththe 
mountains, and createth the wind, and declareth to 
man what is his thought ; he maketh the morn- 


ing darkneſs, and treadeth upon the high places 


of the earth; the Tord, the God of hoſts is bis 
name. And when the complete ruin of: a ſin- 
ful world is to take place, thefe feveral ele- 
ments are repreſented as the artillery of the di- 
vine indignation. Then will the Lord rain 
pam the wicked, ſnares, fire and brimſtone, and - 
an horrible tempeſt ; this ſhall be the portion of 

their cup l. Our God ſhall then come, and fhall 
not keep filence, a fire ſhall devour before him, 
and it ſhall be very tempeſtuous round about him. 
The fun ſhall become black as ſackchothof bair, and 
the moon fhall become as blood ; the ſtars:of heaven 


ſhall fall to the earth, even as untimely figs 


when the tree is ſhaken by a mighty wind *. 
Then the heavens ſhall paſs away with a great 
nfs, and the elements ſhall melt with fervent 
beat; the earth alſo, and the works that are there- 
in, ſhall be burnt ups. And if ſuch be the way 
of the Lord, then furely, every warning which he 
is pleaſed to give of this kind, ſhould be ſe- 
rioufly confidered by the fons of men. The 
earthquake, that happened in the time of Amos, 
was an awful notice of the divine anger, and 

. os iv. 13. Rev. vi. 12 

al. T 
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a terrible preſage of the ruin of the ten tribes 


of 1/rae), which followed ſoon after. If God 
has been admoniſhing our nation, as well as 


2 by peſtilence, and by fire, in former 


times, and more lately by a tempeſt, carth- 


quake, and other unuſual appearances in na- = 


ture, methinks it ſhould be reafonable to con- 
ſider the prophet's warning, as far as it fains 
our condition. I know it is a unfa - 
ſhionable thing, at this time of day, to d 


any fear of this kind; and any one, who fhall 


offer to look higher than a ſecond. caufe for 


ſuch diſpenſations, will hardly eſcape the 


character of an enthufiaſt, among the mo- 
dern ſons of viſdum, and with whom it ſeems it 
is to die b. But notwithſtanding this, it will be 
well for thoſe who profeſs to have taken the 


Scripture for their rule, to conſider, that as God 
has been us d to give ſuch notices of his anger, 
ſo he has always greatly reſented the neglect 
of them. And right reaſon will ſurely teach us 

thus much, that it is natural for the fame 
cauſes to produce the fame effects; and ij 


there be a likeneſs in our ſituation to that of 
Ifrael, at the time when the ſummons in the 
text was ſent to- them, then all the rebuke 


and counſel contain'd' in it may be uſciully 


accommodated to our caſe. 
AND let it then be confider'd, 
1. THAT no nation under the fun can 


boaſt of the favours we have received from 


heaven. The plenty of the common bleſ- 


| hogs of life, which we have long enjpy'd, 


v Job xii. 2, | can 
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can hardly be equall'd by any of our neigh- 


bours: in our civil liberties we have exceed- 
ed them all; and theſe have been reſcued ſo 
often, and preſerv'd to us by ſuch a ſeries of 
wonders, as has made us the objects of their 


envy and aſtoniſſiment. But what are all theſe 


good things, when compar'd with the ſpiri- 


tual privileges, which have been pour'd out, 


in fo rich and free a manner, upon us? We 


have had the goſpel of peace and ſalvation 
long planted among us: the ſun of righte- 
ouſneſs has for many years ſhone with un- 
common brightneſs, and moſt diffuſive rays, 
on our happy land. Through the many ſtrong 
cries and tears of our fore-fathers, that faith 
and worſhip, which is contain'd in the holy 
ſcriptures, and which they, many of them, 
ſeal'd with their blood, has been conveyed 


down to us in its native purity and power. 


We have been often indeed obliged to ſtrug- 
gle for our religion and our liberties ; but it 
is remarkable, that as it was with 1/rael, at 


the time when Amos propheſied, ſo we have 


enjoyed, now for a conſiderable term of years, 
ſuch public tranquillity, ſuch a freedom from 
foreign enemies and domeſtic confuſions, and 
this in ſuch a full poſſeſſion of ſpiritual and 
temporal bleſſings, as ſurely no part of our 
hiſtory can, for ſo long a ſeaſon, parallel. 

2. Bur, alas! how we have improv'd, or 
rather abus'd, theſe great advantages, I dread 
to relate ! If, upon a fair examination, it ſhall 
appear, that we have acted over the ſame 8 

c | | that 
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that Irael did, and if, in many inſtances, we 


have exceeded the iniquities of that ungrateful 
F and unhappy nation, what may be expected, 
3 but that crimes ſo much alike ſhould be fol- 
low'd by a puniſhment equally ſevere ; and 
that, without ſpeedy repentance and refor- 
65 mation, God ſhould come forth in great indig- 
4 nation againſt us? PI IH TI 
3 Ix Vrael provok'd God greatly by the de- 


fection of their principles, by the corruption 
of their faith and their worſhip, ſurely we 
are not at all behind them in theſe reſpects. They 
indeed for ſoo the fountain of Jing Waters; 
and her d out to themſelvesciſterns, brokencifterns, 
that would hold no water; and after having been 
reformed from the idolatry of former times, they 
ſet up the calves of Dan and Bethel, and mixed 


— 
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theſe abominations with the worſhip of the 

living and true God. And have not many 1 | 

among us, after a glorious deliverance from = 

the idolatry and ſuperſtition of Rome, forſa- ot 
ken the doctrine of the ſacred Trinity in Unity, | | 
2 and moſt induftriouſly labour. d to deſtroy that 
7 equal homage which the Scriptures aſcribe to of 
| Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as the one 1 
* ' only living and true God, and to introduce in- | 
” to our religion a ſubordinate worſhip, even If 
that of a mere creature. 1/-ae/ of old were 1 

often juſtly reproach'd for their ill treatment of 1 

thoſe eminent perſons that God raisd up 1 

among them for their deliverance; but R | | 
men have not feared to put the greateſt af. 
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front on the author of eternal ſalvation ; and 
have endeavoured to dethrone the Son of God 


himſelf : and the principal argument on which 


this daring attempt has been founded, is the 
humiliation to which he ſubmitted for 


the ſalvation of ſinners. rae! forgot the rock 


From whence they were hewn, and the bole of the 
pit from whence they were digged*; but many 
among us, in direct ddrittdeQian to experi- 
ence, as well as revelation, have learn'd to 


not only the original guilt, but the depravity 


of human nature. The ten tribes forſook the 


temple worſhip, the prieſthood, the altars, and 
the ſacrifices of God's appointment, .which 
were only figures of that blood and ri 

ouſneſs by which we are redeemed and ruſt | 


fied. But, alas! how have men, in our times, 


renounced! that righteouſneſs itſelf, and ſet 
up in exchange for it a poor moral one 6f 
their own? How many have denied the proper 


hood of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and tlie 
were true ſacrifice and atonement for ſin, call d 

ion the interceſſion of the great Me- 

— and repreſented the Saviour bf the 
world as little more than a martyr for vir- 

tue? Did Ferboam and his followers caſt con- 


| tempt on the urim and the thammim, on the 


precious oil, and the ſacred fire of the tern - 
yes, they did. But many among us, 
under the clearer light of the Goſpel, haue 
not only defpis'd the operations and influences 
of the Holy Spirit, bat denied even his perſo- 
_ and exiſtence. They indeed 3 the 
„ cere- 
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ceremonial laver, but theſe men have denied, 


and too many 'of them have ridicul'd the 


work of regeneration itſelf. The holy rites 
of that diſpenſation. were indeed render'd 
contemptible, and greatly prophaned, by the 
prieſts as well as the people; but we daily be- 
hold a greater ſolemnity than ever they could 


boaſt of, proſtituted to ſecular and baſe purpo- 


ſes; and then, perhaps, to reconcile mens con- 


ſciences to the abuſe, tis repreſented as a com- 


mon thing. Ina word, what ihall we think 
of thoſe men, who, under all our preſent ad- 


vantages, have thown ſo great a readineſs to 


caſt off all regard to divine revelation, and to 


ſet up the fallacious dictates of fallen and un- 
renewed reaſon on the ruins of the word of 


God. Thus, /ight is come into the world, and 
men have loved darkneſs rather than light *. 

But if thoſe who deſpiſed the Jaw of Moſes, died 
_ without niercy under tevo or three 401 tneſles, of 
how much ſorer puniſhment ſhall they be thought 
worthy, who have trodden under fore the ſon af 


God, and have counted the blood of the covenant 


an unboly thing, and have done Aubin to the 
Spirit of grace?! 

By T this is not all: for corruption in prin- 
ciple has been attended with moſt ſcandalou: 
immorality in practice. The abounding of 
vice and profaneneſs has been often the grief 
and complaint of good men: but I fear, 
when we compare our own with former times, 
we ſhall be obliged to nne that the 


John iii. 19. i Heb. x. 28, 29. | 
8 | inhabi- 
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inhabitants of this land have, in theſe reſpects, 
in this laſt age, exceeded all that have gone be- 
fore them. Such is the pride and luxury of 
the nation in general, and their proneneſs to 
all ſorts of ſenſual gratifications, that many 
_ men have dreaded the conſequences, upon 

litical account ; juſtly fearing that the 
ſpirit of the people being diſfolv'd, and their 
ſtrength enervated, we ſhould fink into a ſtate 
of poverty, contempt, and cowardice ; and 
ſo become an eaſy prey to our enemies. Theſe 


are the natural effects of ſuch a behaviour, and 


they furniſh us with juſt grounds of fear; but, 
we have ſurely much more reaſon to be afraid 


of the divine anger. 1/7ael, indeed, us'd to with 


their new moons to be over, 'and long'd for 


the ſabbath to be at an end, that they might 
buy and fell, and get gain. But multitudes, 
who call themſelves chriſtians, are fo far from 


having a ſerious regard to any ſeaſon of this 


kind, that all the uſe they make of opportuni- 
ties ſet apart for religion, is to devote them, 
as times of leiſure, to the moſt profligate 


_ purpoſes, Fraud and violence, falſhood and 
corruption, have ſpread through all ranks and 


degrees of men among us. The frequent and 
numerous executions of juſtice may convince 


us, how wickednefs increaſes among the meaner 


forts and the ſelf-murders we ſo often hear of, 


are ſad evidences of the dreadful depravity 


that prevails. As wilful perjury was, perhaps, 
never ſo common as now; ſo the new. nvanted 
imprecations and blaſphemic: with which our 

ears 
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ce ears are continually tormented, greatly threaten 
the land with the vengeance of that God, 
who is ſo often call'd upon by multitudes to 
pour out damnation on themſelves, as well as 
others, in every form. Drunkenneſs is come 
to ſucha pitch, that our legiſlature has found 


itſelf under a neceſſity to provide againſt it, by 
ſuch a law, as was never thought needful, 


_ haps, in the world before; and this, leſt the 


ſtrength on which our trade and our defence 
ſo much, under God, depends, ſhould be ut- 


terly deſtroyed. And we daily ſee with 
what difficulties this law takes place, and how 


many outrages, and even murders are com- 
mitted in oppoſing its execution. Unclean- 


neſs of every ſort is too openly and impudently 


committed, and even the lawfulneſs of it by 


too many defended, toadmit of any doubt of 


its increaſe. 

Bur I muſt only juſt mention theſe fad 
ſymptoms, and add, that, what renders our 
caſe ſtill more threatning, i is, that among men of 


. loberer characters, many are daily apoſtatizing 
from the truth, and breaking through the 


influences of a religious education ; and many 
others, who profeſs to retain a ſerious regard to 


the God of their fathers, yet have only a name 
to liue n, and reſt in the outward form of godli- 


neſs, without the power of ita; while 3 of 
thoſe, who have profeſs d a warm concern for 
the a e of the Goſpel, have turn d the 


grace of it into wantonneſs*. And even the 
n Rev. iii, I, Jude ver. 4. 
„ 2 Tim. iii, 5, 
5 | | G + | few 
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few that are left in the land, who truly fear 
God, who believe in the Lord Jeſus Ghrif, x 
and love him in fincerity, and who have 
felt the faving influences of the Divine Spirit, 
how is their faith weaken'd, and their love 
abated ? How is the glory departed, and the 
crown fallen from our heads *? The ſpirit of our 
forefathers is gone, and we have left our fix 
love 4. What is become of the life and faith- 
fulneſs of our former teachers, and how few 
of our watchmen are able to anſwer him, who 

enquires, what of the night”? Where is the 
| ſpirit of prayer fled? the pure diſcipline, un- 
der which our churches once flouriſhed ? the 
religion which was then found in families, and 
the holineſs that was written on the conver- 
fation of chriſtians, their cloſe walk with God, 
and affectionate regard to one another ? Surely, 

under our preſent circumſtances, and con- 

ſidering the fad examples we have had before 
our eyes of the effects of the divine reſentment | 
on other ſinful nations, and the various warn- 

ings we ourſelves have had by ſtorms, by earth- 
quakes, and by many unuſual appearances in 
the heavens ; and conſidering the rumours of 
wars, with which, after fo long a ſeries of 

we have been fo frequently * we th thou 
tremble at the expectation of thoſe dreadful \ 
judgments, which the great governour of the 
world, remarkably tender of theſe kingdoms, 
ſeems to be bringing forward with W res. 


Lam. v. 16, F | | - 
7 Rev. ii, 4. s | | 8 
and 


F the great ſtorm in 1703. 45 
and unwilling, if ble, to pour out upon 
us. What bs to = onde: 8 
according to the prophet in my text, thou 
ould'ſt prEPARE TO MEET THY Gop, 
"O Brxrrain. 

Lr the reſolute contemners of the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, and all the grace of it, make 
themſelves ready; let them gird on their har- 
neſs, let them take to themſelves arguments, 
and bring forth all, that unrenew'd reaſon has 
to ay . this Goſpel, and ſee whether they 

ſhall be able to overthrow Chriſt himſelf, 
when he comes to plead with them, who 
could never yet be too hard for his faithful, tho 
deſpis d, followers. Let the profane blaſpheme 
| Gag, and look up; let the oppreſſor entrench 

imſelf in his ill-gotten wealth; let the liber- 
tine ſtupify his fears in his drunken bowls, 
and diſſolve himſelf in lewdneſs and ſenſu- 
ality. But let them all know, that they muſt 
ſoon meet the living, juſt, and jealous God, 
into whoſe hands it is a fearful thing to fallt. 
Leet none deceive themſelves with the ſaſety of 
their condition, from the calm that appears on 
_ outward things ; ; for it is the way of the Lord 
to come when he is leaſt expected, and to 
bring ſudden deſtruction with him. Thus it was 
that he ſurprized the old world®, and thus he 
treated the nation of the Jews, at their final 
ruin and 0. | 


een 21, v Mat, xxiv, 38, 
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Axp now, alſo, let all ſuch who have any 
remains of true religion left, conſider well, that 
much will depend on their conduct. They 
muſt be humbled and reform'd, if ever this na- 
tion truly proſper. They muſt pray, and mix 
much faith and fervency with their prayers, if 
ever God's judgments be averted. Surely love 
to themſelves, ſurely love to their country, 
to their friends, to their families, and their 
poſterity, ſhould engage good men to unite 
their ſupplications, and their endeavours for 
ſuch a thorough reformation, as only can pre- 
vent the ſad effects of the divine anger. 
AND I would hope, that the mournful 
rovidence the whole nation is at this time un- 
der, in the loſs of a PRINCESS, who was the 
glory of her ſex, the admiration of all the 
courts of Europe, and the nurſing mother of 
our Britiſb Iſrael, and this in the midſt of 
her days; I fay, I hope this fad diſpenſation, 
ich the fiohs of a diſtreſſed but ſinful na- 
tion could not prevent, will, however, awaken 
us to ſome ſenſe of the divine diſpleaſure, and 
prove a means to put us on a proper e ee 5 
to meet God in his own way. | 
O THAT ſuch as fear the Lord did but 
conſider the dangers to which our ſins have 
expos'd us! That they were but a little rous'd 
from the ſlumber into which they are fallen! 
O that they did but feel a diſpoſition ' in 
their ſouls to apply themſelves to God in 
good earneſt! That they would but once 
unite their Hearts 2 hands together! That 


me 
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they would betake themſelves to humiliation, 
to faſting; and to prayer, and that ſome de- 
gree of reformation were but begun among us! 

Wbo ſhall fay, in ſuch a caſe, but that the 
paleſſing might be yet obtained, and a depart- 
ing God be prevail d with to return and viſit 

theſe iſlands with his former gracious preſence? 
But if that ſhould not be the happy conſe- 
quence, which God of his infinite mercy grant 
it may; however, in ſuch a behaviour, we may 

hope to meet with perſonal ſecurity, and find 
ourſelves hid in the hollow of his hand, in 
the day of his fierce wrath. Or, if we muſt be 
partakers of the common calamities which na- 

tional impenitency will, without doubt, ſooner 
or later bring on; yet our eternal intereſts be- 
ing ſecur d, we ſhall, in ſuch a frame of ſpirit, 
be prepared to paſs through the darkeſt ſcene of 
outward trouble, with calmneſs and comfort. 

To conclude, if to meet God in his wrath 

be ſo dreadful, as you have heard, and indeed 
infinitely more ſo than I am able to deſcribe; 
how delightful will that interview be, when 

all the faints ſhall behold his face in the 
full diſplays of everlaſting love? When the 
marriage f the Lamb is come, and the bride has 
made herſelf ready"? When after all the 
fears and temptations, to which the family 

of Chriſt have been ſubje& during their paſ- 


ſage through this vale of Torrow, they ſhall _ 


be receiv'd, by the great captain of their fal- 
vation, into a ſtate of full deliverance? When 
r 


waſh'd : 


e 


48 AsSEHRZMON, &. 

waſh'd from every ſinful defilement in their 
' Saviour's blood, when dreſs'd in the ſpotleſs . 
robe of his righteouſneſs, and completely con- 
form'd in body and mind to his image, thaw. 
ſhall be crown'd with glory and immortality? 3 
To meet each other in ſuch circumſtances will 


afford them an unſpeakable pleaſure. To meet 
the various orders, and — multi- 


tudes, of bleſſed an gels, to be welcom d into 
an intimacy of friendſhip with them, and to 
be the eternal companions of their bliſs, is a 
happineſs not to be expreſs d. But, oh! who 
can conceive the joy, that will diffuſe itſelf 
through every breaſt in that triumphant aſ- 
ſembly, 0 behold the ſmiling face of their ex 
alted ** &“ and to hear his gracious lips 
invite them up to thoſe thrones, which he has 
purchaſed with his blood, and of which he isnow 
gone to take poſſeſſion for them, ſaying, Come, 
Ie bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kin gaom pre- 
Par ed for you, 5 the - foundation of the Wor 7 
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